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Carter, police chief have common visions on reform 


JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 
“I'm looking forward to continue to build on St. Paul’s tradition 
of strong policing,” Mayor Melvin Carter said during an 
interview Tuesday in his office at St. Paul City Hall. 


St. Paul mayor plans to engage community on public safety while working with police dept. 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


About a week after Melvin 
Carter became St. Paul may- 
or, he swung by police head- 
quarters for a visit. He spent 
about an hour there, walking 
through the building and 
talking with officers and civil- 
ian employees. 

Officers were buzzing about 
his visit last Wednesday. Hav- 
ing the new mayor show 
interest in their work was 


about his previous calls to 
reform the department and 
how he will implement his 
plans. Others are taking a 
wait-and-see approach. 
When Carter was cam- 
paigning, he rolled out a pro- 
posal called the “Community 
First Police Reform Initia- 
tive,” and he said in his inau- 
gural speech Jan. 2 that, 
starting right away, he would 
work with the police chief to 
review and revise the depart- 
ment’s use-of-force policies. 


encouraging, one officer said. 

But in a department of more 
than 600 officers, opinions on 
Carter vary. Some are wary 


After a recent interview 
with the Pioneer Press on 
public safety issues, it’s clear 
that many of Carter’s propos- 


als are in line with initiatives 
that have been underway at 
the police department in 
recent years, especially since 
Todd Axtell became police 
chief a year and a half ago. 
“Tm looking forward to con- 
tinue to build on St. Paul’s 
tradition of strong policing,” 
Carter said Tuesday. “I’m def- 
initely looking forward to 
continuing to invest in that 
trust that has to flow between 
our officers and our neigh- 
bors. I’ve talked to a number 
of our rank-and-file officers 
who know that that trust is 
absolutely critical and who 
work hard every day to build 


upon and enhance that trust. 
... When incidents occur and 
... when trust has been dam- 
aged, we know that we have 
to work together carefully 
and intentionally to rebuild 
it.” 

Carter and Axtell say they 
get along well. 

But the mayor may have to 
walk a tightrope between 
community members urging 
reform and some officers con- 
cerned that changes will 
make them less safe or 
restrict their ability to 
address crime. 
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Is state's welcome mat still out? 


GINGER PINSON / PIONEER PRESS 


Ravindran Sivasundaram, left, and wife Manchuladevy Ravindran, originally from Sri Lanka, prepare a chicken curry mix for 
dinner in their Burnsville home. The couple moved their family to the U.S. three years ago after fleeing to Malaysia to escape 
persecution. “I am so happy here,” Sivasundaram said. 


Minnesota is home to the most refugees per capita in the country, but 
changes to U.S. policy have spurred debate about funding for the newcomers. 


By Bob Shaw e bshaw@pioneerpress.com 


In 2014, Minnesota eagerly welcomed 
the refugee family from Malaysia. 

“T love it here. Every need of a human 
being is satisfied here,” said Ravindran 
Sivasundaram, as he sat with his wife 
and three boys at his kitchen table in 
Burnsville. 

They arrived and began building the 


TwinCities »com celebrity roundup. 
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better life they dreamed about. 

But today, they might not be allowed in. 
America has shrunk the flow of incoming 
refugees — a move likely to be felt in 
Minnesota. 

Minnesota has the highest number of 
refugees per capita nationwide, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Census and refugee-sup- 
port agencies. With 2 percent of the 
nation’s population, Minnesota has 13 


CALL US Newsroom 651-228-5490 
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percent of its refugees. 

The cutback in the refugee inflow has 
shaken Minnesota’s network of sponsor- 
ing agencies. 

They say the more refugees, the better. 
They argue that refugees boost the econ- 
omy, diversify our state and eventually 
pay back the costs of their resettlement. 


REFUGEES IN MINNESOTA, 7A 
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By Audrey McAvoy 
and Jennifer Kelleher 
Associated Press 


HONOLULU — A false 
alarm that warned of a bal- 
listic missile headed for 
Hawaii sent the islands into 
a panic Saturday, with peo- 
ple abandoning cars in a 
highway and preparing to 
flee their homes until offi- 
cials said the cellphone alert 
was a mistake. 

In a conciliatory news con- 


Hawaii shakes, then 
sighs after false alert 


Missile alarm stood for 38 minutes 


ference later in the day, 
Hawaii officials apologized 
for the mistake and vowed to 
ensure it will never happen 
again. 

Hawaii Emergency Man- 
agement Agency Adminis- 
trator Vern Miyagi said the 
error happened when some- 
one hit the wrong button. 

“We made a mistake,” said 
Miyagi. 

For nearly 40 minutes, it 
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Vikings quarterback Case Keenum celebrated his team’s 
victory over Chicago last month (above), but there could be 
more to come. Keenum’s season has similarities to Kurt 
Warner’s in 1999-2000, when Warner led the St. Louis 
Rams to victory in Super Bowl XXXIV. Story in Sports, 1C. 
Also in Sports, John Shipley ponders what life would’ve 
been like for former coach Brad Childress and the Vikings if 
the team had won the NFC Championship Game against 
New Orleans in 2009. Minnesota faces the Saints on Sunday 
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If back pain limits the way you live, let us 
help. We successfully treat 85% of our 
spine patients with proven therapies 
that relieve pain without surgery. 


Learn more at summitortho.com 
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